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Dear Parents /  Carers 
 
I just wanted to touch base with you to let you know what is going on with Kenmore 
Park. The good news is that I was in a meeting with the local PHE, (Public Health 
England),  representative who informed me that the rate of infection in Harrow is 
beginning to slowly reduce.  So good news all round. However, reading press reports 
it seems that Harrow and Hillingdon are one of the lowest vaccinating areas around. I 
hope that this will improve in the next few weeks... 
 
Officially schools are due to reopen just after half-term. However, from recent press announcements and 
interviews with the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, the government seems to be 
saying that school will reopen with two weeks' notice. Therefore, I'm assuming that it is unlikely that the 
school will fully reopen after the half term holidays and might be nearer towards the Easter holidays. As 
soon as I have more official news I will let you know. 
 
I really do understand how difficult this is for some of the families at 
Kenmore. I know that some of you are juggling lots of children, looking after 
your household and potentially even working from home. Looking at what 
your kids are producing in the Google classroom,  you are doing a great job 
so please do not feel disheartened or worried. Whatever you are doing, it is 
working. Having a Google classroom is not the same as teaching the 
children in school but it is the best alternative that we can do at this present 
time. If you are struggling at home  supporting your children with their school 
work and your other commitments please do let us know and we will see what we can do to support you 
more. I count myself as lucky as my children have both grown up and can look after themselves. 
 
Parental queries /  questions 
 
Many thanks to the parents who have emailed into the school / added comments on the schools social 
media accounts in support of the teachers and their efforts in the classroom. I 
know that the staff feel very well supported. A few parents have questioned if we 
are going to be doing ’live’  lessons.  We have looked very carefully at the 
government requirements for online learning and we are certainly meeting their 
expectations and in many instances far exceeding these. We are not normally  
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doing ‘ live’  teaching sessions for a number of reasons. The first and foremost of these is safeguarding 
protocols -  for example I did a live Google meet with year 5 to read them a story on Wednesday. Some 
of the children who were in school joined in as well as about 30 who were at home. As a teacher during 
the live lessons I could actually see into the children's bedrooms/living rooms - an issue of privacy. The 
second main reason for not doing live lessons is equality and fairness. I know that some of our families 
have limited access to  computers and that if they have more than one child, the children are often 
sharing one device. Generally it seems that the older children seem to take priority over the household 
device leaving the younger children to do book / paper work.  If we did go to live lessons many of our 
children would not be able to access the lesson at the time that it is organised for. I also know that many 
of our families work in shifts and therefore the learning that the children do has to fit in with the parents 
work schedules. This means that for some children it is better that they do their online work in the 
morning and for others in the afternoon. 
 
We have taken notice of the parents that have requested live learning sessions and as a result we are 
increasing the number of Google meets that we do with each classroom. The teachers are also spending 
more time putting in videos of themselves explaining what the children need to do into their Google 
classroom presentation. I know that this takes an inordinate amount of time and that to prepare one 
lesson with videos could easily take an hour and a half's work for the staff member. They also have to 
manage their current google classroom, paste work, answer the children’s questions and mark all of 
which is online.  Many of the staff have to stay at home because of medical issues or because they have 
their own families to keep safe as well  and are juggling their own work and families. This whole issue is 
up for discussion with our senior leadership team on Monday where we will be looking at revising / 
adapting our current policy. I do know from other local schools that their approach is broadly similar,  a 
mixture of recorded lessons, occasional class meets and work set on their learning platforms. I will let 
you know further details next week after our leadership meeting on Monday. 
 
Computers /  laptops 
As stated above I know that many families are struggling to find enough computer devices for their 
children to access online learning at the same time. I have spent a lot of time this week trying to find a 
solution to this. I have found 10 extra very old tablets, (a bit like a cheap iPad),  that we used to use a 
few years ago. I am currently waiting for technical support to make these as up-to-date as possible and  I 
would then be  happy to loan these out to parents that are struggling.  
 
I am also in discussion with an educational computer supplier in the hope that we may be able to lease 
additional devices that parents can then rent from us. You may well receive a form in the next few days 
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asking if you would like to participate in this. I'm currently awaiting actual prices. The 
devices would be new and parents would have the option to purchase them outright at the 
end of the lease agreement. 
 

If any parents have old laptops /  tablets that they are no longer using and can donate them to the school 
I would be more than willing to take them in and then redistribute to 
families struggling with current IT issues. Parents can also request 
some paper copies of work that the children can do at home but I can 
say it is far better for your children to do the online work if they 
possibly can. 
 
 
 
Weduc 
We have recently bought into a new parent communication system called Weduc.  We have noticed that 
under our current system parents would have to login and have different passwords to access different 
parts of our communication system. Weduc allows the school to bring all of these under one app so that 
you can access  all of the school's online parent services in one go. This means you do not have to login 
separately to pay dinner money for example. Further details will be coming out in the next few weeks 
about this allowing you to download the app. 

 
 
 Lateral Flow Coronavirus testing kits 
You may have seen in the news that some secondary schools are 
testing the pupils on a regular basis to see if they have coronavirus. 
The original plan was to test Primary School pupils as well but this is 
no longer the case. The government are delivering primary schools 
some lateral flow tests and we are asking all on-site school staff to 
test themselves at home twice a week. This is to identify any 
members of staff that may have asymptomatic coronavirus.  The staff 

will test themselves in the evening probably twice a week and if that test shows a positive reading they 
will then not be allowed to come into school and be asked to go and get a normal PCR  test at a local 
testing centre. The lateral flow test is not as sensitive as the PCR test but it will give an indication and it 
is a way of keeping both the staff and the children as safe as possible. When the school fully reopens all 
staff in school will be asked to take these tests twice a week. 
 
Please note that we will not be testing the children at any stage.  The government advice remains the 
same, if your child is displaying any of the three main symptoms, high temperature, new continuous  
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cough  or a change in taste and smell then they should self isolate and and take a normal PCR test 
through their local testing centre. If they are feeling unwell please do not send them into school. 
 
I hope that you and your family remain as safe and well as possible under these current circumstances 
and I know that I am greatly missing seeing your children in school and really can't wait for things to 
return to normal. 
 
 Stay safe. 
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